             Tyringham Planning Board 
                    Minutes -- 23 April, 2012 

Present:  Robin Almgren, Ed Nardi, Barbara Palmer, Jerry Miller, Carey McIntosh, Sarah Hudson 

    (1) Minutes for the Hearing 2 April, 2012, approved as circulated. 

    (2) Minutes for the PB meeting 9 April, 2012, approved as circulated. 

    (3) Building Permit for a new residence at 48 Cooper Creek Road -- the Building Inspector will be asked about a plot plan. 

    (4) Wi-Spring Special Permit -- the covenant for removal of the tower and a bond to cover same (these are the last steps enabling the Special Permit to come into operation).  Crispin estimated the costs of removal, and offered to post a $1000 bond, which the Board voted to approve.  Susan Delmolino will set up a restricted account for this money.  The Town's concern is removal of the tower;  on-ground remains of the system such as concrete foundations are the concern of the landowner. 

     (5) Affordable Housing -- The Town has an opportunity to create two units of affordable housing at 123 Main Road (Cobble View).  This depends first on a new bylaw for "Dimensional Relief" from frontage and acreage requirements, and second on a Special Permit.  The Bobrowski "Handbook" specifies such relief for a "development" that includes affordable housing, and we'll have to find out if this particular project qualifies as a "development." 
    Discussion: 1. hostile 40B developments: aren't they pretty unlikely in Tyringham since we don't have town water or sewage systems?  In fact there has already been one 40B development (turned down by the PB because it violated zoning bylaws), for luxury homes plus two affordable residences located on or near wetlands.  Also,  affordable housing is a real need in Tyringham, for elders who can no longer live in their homes and/or for teachers, nurses, highway workers who can't afford market prices here.  These are well-known problems;  they came to the town's attention back in 2004 when the PB helped produce a Community Development Plan, a copy of which is on file.   2.  Before this project can go ahead, the DHCD must give us the green light;  we'll be talking to Philip Demartino, to make sure the affordable units qualify for the state Subsidized Housing Inventory.  3.  Most states require all municipalities to create affordable housing.  Tyringham needs at least a plan for same, and this is an excellent location, within walking distance of the post office.  4. Maybe a good way to encourage affordable housing where it will do the most good is re-zoning:  designate the central area of town as open to this kind of dimensional relief, and create a new zone southeast of the Town pool discouraging lots of new houses.  This would be a modified version of cluster zoning.  5. The driveway for the proposed new residence must meet requirements in Zoning Bylaw 6.6.3. 

    (6) Transition to a new board -- record-keeping has to comply with state regulations.  They allow us to throw out most of what has piled up in the Schoolhouse, but the right balance between electronic and paper records, in a new locked file in Town Hall, has to be worked out.  The clerk and the chair will confer. 

    (7)  Next meeting -- 28 May, 2012, after the Annual Town Meeting and elections.
